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It nurtures C
hristian 

friendships. I grew
 up 

in A
dventist schools, 

fro
m

 first g
rad

e 
through part of college.  I really value 
that tim

e, surrounded by C
hristian 

friends.  Looking back, I can see that 
there is m

ore to school than w
hat you 

learn  in the classroom
, like m

aking those 
lifelong friends  and developing a m

ore 
solid foundation in C

hrist.  H
opefully, 

the experience equips you to assist others 
as th

ey
 seek

 tru
th

 in
 Jesu

s. 

—
U

’L
e

e
 

B
ro

w
n

, g
ra
d
u
a
te

. 

It supports our 
parenting goals. 
W

e have chosen 
A

dventist edu-
cation for sev-
eral reasons. O

ne, w
e believe in it, tw

o, 
w

e share the sam
e beliefs, and three, it is 

helping us raise w
ell-rounded individu-

a
ls—

m
in

d
, b

o
d

y
, a

n
d

 so
u

l. 

—
C

lau
d

ia S
an

tellan
o

, p
a
ren

t  

T
he C

ognitiveG
enesis S

tudy 

For m
ore inform

ation on C
ognitiveG

enesis, 
log on to w

w
w

.cognitivegenesis.org 

(B
ased on over 50,000 students in m

ore than 800 A
d-

ventist elem
entary  and secondary schools in the U

.S.) 

The C
ognitiveG

enesis 
study is a com

bined effort of the N
orth 

A
m

erican D
ivision O

ffice of E
ducation and C

R
A

E
 (C

enter for 
R

esearch on K
-12 A

dventist E
ducation) at L

aSierra U
niversity.  

D
r. Elissa K

ido is project director of the C
ognitiveG

enesis Study.  
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 A
n 

assessm
ent 

of 
A

d-
v

en
tist 

a
ca

d
em

ic 
achievem

ent at the ele-
m

entary and high school 
level. 

  
The C

ognitiveG
enesis study set out to an-

sw
er these three related questions: 

►
H

ow
 

w
ell 

are 
students 

doing 
academ

ically in the A
dventist school sys-

tem
? 

►
H

ow
 does academ

ic perform
ance in A

d-
ventist schools com

pare to academ
ic per-

form
ance in public schools and private 

schools?* 

►
W

hat factors influence learning and aca-
dem

ic achievem
ent in A

dventist schools of 
all sizes? 

—
—

 
*Student academ

ic perform
ance w

as com
-

pared to the perform
ance of the 2005 na-

tional norm
 group:  90%

  public  school 
students, 5%

 C
atholic school students, and 

5%
 private, non-C

atholic school students. 

 

The longer students stayed in the 
Adventist school system

,  
the m

ore they gained in achieve-
m

ent and ability.  

A
dventist Education proves itself in any 

given year, but it also yields academ
ic divi-

dends that accum
ulate over tim

e.  For lack 
of a better term

, researchers sim
ply have 

called it “the A
dventist school effect.” 

The data show
 that there’s an upw

ard trend 
for students w

ho rem
ain in the A

dventist 
school system

.  N
ot only do they m

aintain a 
lead over national averages, but they in-
crease that lead, both in the know

ledge 
they’ve acquired (achievem

ent) and in their 
reasoning 

and 
problem

-solving 
skills 

(ability or aptitude). 

Students in A
dventist schools had higher-

than-expected 
academ

ic 
achievem

ent 
based on an assessm

ent of individual ability.  

 

D
raw

ing on survey responses and 
test results, the C

ognitiveG
enesis 

study has identified a num
ber of 

factors that influence learning and 
academ

ic achievem
ent.  Som

e of 
them

 are student habits, activities, 
and attitudes. O

thers can be found 
in the hom

e environm
ent and daily 

interactions 
betw

een 
parents 

and 
children.  Then, of course, there are 
schools and teachers.  
A

s w
e consider the interaction of 

these com
plex influences and see 

their association w
ith learning, w

e 
can appreciate even m

ore the holis-
tic philosophy of A

dventist educa-
tion, w

ith its em
phasis on develop-

ing the m
ind, body, and spirit. ♦ 
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