6 + 1 Traits of  Writing


Teacher Bulletin Unit Plan
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name: 
	 Carol Campbell

	Conference:
	 NADOE

	School Name:
	 NA

	School City, State:
	 Silver Spring, MD


	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title:
	 6 + 1 Traits of Writing

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	 How can a student develop good writing traits?

	
	Unit Questions
	· What criteria or traits should be used to frame a unit of writing?

	
	Content Questions
	· What is the role of ideas in writing?

· What is the role of organization in writing?

· What is the role of voice in writing?
·  What is the role of sentence fluency in writing?
·  What is the role of word choice in writing?
·  What is the role of conventions in writing?

	Unit Summary:

	 A number of different writing frameworks exist for instructional and assessment purposes.  Adopting a common framework gives teachers and students the advantage of using a shared language to talk about writing.  This unit will focus on one such framework, 6 + 1 Traits of Writing.  Based on research by the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) in Portland, Oregon, six criteria were initially identified to delineate the essential qualities of writing; the seventh was later added.  The main characteristics of writing that this model addresses are:  Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, Presentation.


	Procedures:

	Introducing the Unit

Share Essential and Unit Questions with students.  Have them brainstorm responses.
Introducing Core Content

Tell students that there are six criteria or traits that will help them become good writers.  They will learn more about each trait in the weeks to come.

Unit Schedule  

Day 1
Connect and Explore the writing trait.
Day 2
Practice the writing trait.
Days 3-4 Apply the writing trait. 

Day 5 Share the writing trait.  
 



	


	Subject Area(s):  Click box(es) of the subject(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Education 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Engineering 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home Economics 

X Language Arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Music 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drama 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreign Language 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industrial Technology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physical Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Grade Level:  Click box(es) of the grade level(s) that your Unit targets

	X K-2

X 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	X 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       



	Targeted NAD Learning Strands:

	 Writing Standards


	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks:

	


	Technology – Software:  (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

X Desktop Publishing 

X E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

X Internet Web            Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

X Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Printed Materials:
	

	Supplies:
	 Supplies are noted on each lesson.

	Internet Resources:
	 Internet can be utilized for research purposes and additional lessons.

	Others:
	 

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student:
	Lessons are presented in grade bands, to accommodate different developmental levels.

	
	Non-Native English Speaker:
	Lessons are presented in grade bands, to accommodate different developmental levels.

	
	Gifted Student:
	 Ditto

	Student Assessment:
	Rubrics are provided to evaluate the development of each writing trait.
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